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I fecret Ways a Spirit of Faction grew up, 
and at laſt deſtroy'd, br, which is little. diffe- 
rent, reduc'd he Republick of Rome i abſo- 
| late Slavery. To do this more effectüally, it 
will be neceſſary to begin with the firſt Diviſi- 
ons in that City, not only becauſe ſome of the 
moſt early Conteſts were the Ground-work on 
which Faction rais'd her Pile, but becauſe theſe 
_ Conteſts in general, contributed. to aggrandize 
that City, tho', in particular Caſes, they nearly 
reduc'd it in its early Ages to Slavery and De- 
pendence. In the Courſe of theſe Diviſions, let 


the Spirit of Liberty decay'd, and by What | 


it not be leaſt regarded, that every Privilege . 


which the People gain'd was hardly gain'd, and 
at the Price of Labour and Toil, of eee | 
Threats, and ſometimes Sedirion The People 
of Rome were a jealous People, and their e | 
of Freedom. made them ſuch ; the Senators 
were frequently over-bearing, and graſp'd at 
eyery Occaſion of exalting their Power, and hum- 
bling the F eople; the Name of i ribune was 
Hateful, 0 them, dane the Power thereof 
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a claim of the Tribunes was a Right of T 
| a Senator without a previous Judgment of the 
ES _ and this they founded on the Valerian 


- "AE 


was a Reſtraint on theirs; and yet-what can 
be more fatal, than IRE Power in 6 £90 "Pp 
Hands of N obles, who pamper'd with Luxury 
and Eaſe, and inur'd to Command, give a look. : 
to their Deſires, and aim ſtill at higber Power 
to gratify them ? ? While the People, if 


of a proper Portion of Ley,” ſeldom carry 


_ hea: ny Flee: than to retain 2 1 A 


"wg E Eq Dk g elt the great Reduction of 


| their Power, by the Increaſe of that of the Tri- 
bunes, began toact witha high Hand, and ſtretch 
their Authority to its full Extent. The Tri- 
| bunes, on the other Side, prepar'dto ſtrengthen 


their Power, partly to increaſe the People's, and 
partly from Averſion to the Senate. Their firſt 
Step was to propoſe a Decree, allowing them « 


Privilege to call and preſide in popular Af 


ſemblies, and making it penal for any Man to 


interrupt them in their Debates. This the Se- 
nate oppos'd; and yet what could be more 


juſt, than that Men choſen, to guard the Li- 
berties of the Publick, ſouls K know the Senti- 
ments of the People? And ho 


ed, and the Law was agreed to. 


he next 


2 by i S 


The INE confider'd this as- a direct 


9 _ Atteropt | 


could theſe be 
known fo effectually; as in Aſſemblies conven'd 


for that Purpoſe? Beſides, as Guardians, it 
Was fit they ſhould Adviſe and ſhew the Peo- 
ple the Juſtice and Injuſtice of all Proceedings 
and Decrees: Accordingly the People ſucceed- 
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Attempt t to ſubvert hate: p. Ower, Fre ft all | 


their engines at Work to prevent it. They 


repreſented that the People would in chis Cale 

be the Accuſers and the Judges, and that Par- 
+ tes could neyer Judge Equitably: There was 
Juſtice 1 in this Argument ; but on the contra- 


- ry, if the Tryal of a Senator, was committed, 


to the Senate, might not that Body alſobe con, 


ſider d as a Party for the accus a, eſpecially 
when. an Attempt to advance the Power of the 
Senate was the Crime alledg'd againft the ac» _ 
cuſed? Which was the Caſe of Corzolanus ; for 
nothing but the  Haughtinels of that ſtubborn 5 
Hero, and his inveterate Aims to cruſh the 


85 Commons, could have proyok d the Tribunes 5 


to demand ſuch a A which after ſevere 
Struggles they obtain d. ß 


Tuts Diſpute was 1 ended, 1 a Se- 
nator more ambitious, and more artful, than 
the reſt, form'd a Deſign, (as baſe as it was 
dangerous) of aſpiring to Sovereignty. In hopes 
of Succeſs he applied himſelf to the People, and 
propos d every Thing which might win them 
to his Intereſt, but particularly the Agrarian 
Law, the de of which was, that the 
publick Lands ſhould be divided among. the 
Citizens, and that no Citizen. rah have more 
than a determinate Portion of Land. Tis 
ſtrange that Legiſlators, in p providing W 5 
Las for Cammonwealths, ſhould ever omit 
this laſt Clauſe, which ſcems to be worthy of 
the moſt ſerious Attention. For while Men | 
have Paſſions to be gratified, and are left free to 
amaſs what Fortunes . can, Loot will riot 
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'- _ the publick Treaſury, of the Money paid by 
the People for Corn, which was given to the 
7] Republick. This Propoſal inſtantly ſtartled the 
People; they ſaw. it was the Price of Sove- 
freignty, and notwithſtanding | the private Gain 


Which would have accrued tq every individual; 
| they nobly rejected the Propoſal, cited him to 
his Tryal, accus'd him of Treaſon, and pu- 
niſh'd him with Death. In all the Conteſts 
between the Senate and the People, the great 
Recourſe of the former is levying Armies to 
put a Stop to Proceedings, and of the latter to 
oppoſe theſe Levies: The Senate had indeed a 
Buperiority in their Power of creating a Dicta- 


5 - tor, during whoſe Adminiſtration all other Ma- „ 
Hs giltracies were of no.  Confequence : but not 


content with this Advantage, they Bad Re- 
courle to the old Maxim of Sup rors, to di- ” 


| ” vide, the better to rule the Tribunes, by which 5 


. Means they could enact no Deerees; tho' their 


- Privilege of putting a Lan) on d thoſe of | 
12285 2 2 7 
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otherwiſe: diſgrace a faithful Servant of the 


Pablick. Volero had been a good Captain, the 
o _ Confuls order'd him to ſerve in the Station of - 
1 rnd Soldier, which he refus d, and #:; of 
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pod hem, 10 Pie that the People e- 


lected him Tribuae. He no ſooner enter d on 5 5 4 
his Office, than he propos'd a Law ordaining 
FTribunes and ſome other Officers to be choſen 


= Aſſemblies by Tribes, inſtead of Aſſemblies 


by Curia; the Difference between theſe Al- 


ſemblies was, that the Latter could not be 
conven'd without the Approbation of the Au- 
gurs, who were Senators; none but Inhabi- 
_ tants of Rome could vote therein, and the Ap- 
_ . probation. of the Senate was neceſſary to con- 
Firm the Decrees. : In the former, the Senate 
had no Authority ; all who were declar'd free 
of the Tribes in City and Country had a right 
to Vote, and the People had generally the 


Majority. The Senators were violent in their 


Oppoſition, as uſual, but their Violence only 

convinc'd the People of the Advantage and 

LNeceſſity of ſuch a Law, fo it was at Tues 
+ ol with much Difficulty obtained. ; 


: Tan People having gain'd theſe Privile- 
ges, next employ d themſelves in providing 4 
| for the Happineſs of the whole Community, 
and, by the Voice of their Repreſentatives, the 
/ Tribunes, propog'd a Decree, ordaining fixt and 
known Laws, whereby all Cauſes ſhould be tri= 
ed: In th: firſt Ages of Rome, the Kings admi- : 
 niſtered Juſticearbitrarily; after chelrExpolſion, : 
the Conſuls performed that Duty, and tho' it 
Pas lawful to _— fram their urgent. be 
the People, yet they had many Opportunities 
ol gloſſing over Truth, and deceiving the Peo- 
ple. This Decree, like all others which the 
- * — „Was * to ache . 


, 


PP b various Artifices 2 it was s again. 


8 1 broug it into Debate, and propos d in Terms 
1 1 than ever; that Commiffion- 


ets ſhould be appointed to collect a body of Laws; 
ttßhat theſe Laws ſhould be referr'd "ag the Peo- 

Ple, and after receiving their Aﬀent, become 
_ "the ſtanding Rules for determining all Cauſes. , |. 
The Senate was more alarm'd than ever, they | 
- Infiſted, and juſtly too, that their Approbation 
Was neceffaty to eſtabliſh, Laws, by, which the 


ö Lag Community Was to be ST: 3 ie 8 
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” BL har ny bao ; Ae e was N 
threatened by foreign Efemies, and the Peo- 
ple refus d to defend it; the Senators with 
their Clients ſolely undertook. its Defence: ; 5 
this terrified the Tribunes, their Rage began 
to c and they propos'd a Coaliti f W 
* Condition? 5 the 8 Tri- 
| buyes ſhould be increas'd by five more, The 
Sonate comply d with the Requeſt, Affairs were 
tranſacted with gucceſs Ae Wale new K oo 5 
. N at Home. C 7 


Tr” aha ts | 
Tus Enmiy of the 1 to 5 5 5 
4 e grown ſo great, that they deterrmip* 20 


._ _ oppoſe every, lotion. from that Quarter, mere- - 
= ly becaufe it came from thence; the Tribupes 
. requeſted 'that more Ground, might be taken 5 
. for the Uſe of, the Citizens, who were 
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this Propofal was made in the mildeſt Terms, 
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| for the Nobles to give their Negative to it, and | 
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pov, would be more, ftal in is Conſequena 


1 S. C- 


re: Some Men had formerly purchaſed Part 


of theſe. Lands, Additions had been made theres 


Patrimonifl. and mai 


bc by indirect Means, but the purchase 
ands 3 had been a long Time 


Lands an Additions 8 | 


3 


ny of the preſent Poſſe» | 


ſors bad neither plundered nor knew what, 


FIpieſt of Liberty began to Decay, was 
of 


12 
: X . 
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perpetual Theme for conteſt, and, whe 


Parts were plundered from the Pyblick ; mas- 
iy bought and fold, and could not, without 
1 See Injuſtice, be taken from the. Poſſeflors, | 
Wh had purchas'd them honeſtly... This Diſs _ | 
| mute was ended by foreign Alarins; But, like 
1 dene Countries, 3k was | 
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=» 4 Sytem * for the Community; that all 
_ _ . Magiftracies ſhould ceaſe during their Admini- - 
tration; that their Power ſhould be abſolute, 
ad from their Judgment ſhould be no Appeal; 
' - never did the Weakneſs and Raſhneſe of the _ 

Roman People appear fo ſttongly; the two El. 


<> 0 A eres . WN 


= : Office, his Opinions vary'd with 
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H . bances at Home. The Motion for fixt Laws 
| . wasreviv'd, and ſupported with ſuch Warmth, 


"that the Senate was oblig d to agree that Der | 


1 7 ſhould be. ſent into. Greece and the neigh- | 


aring Countries, to collect a Body of Laws. 
Tae upon their Return, it was decreed, = 
xf decreed, that Ten annual Mag rats . 
pointed to ſelect trom tele Laws 


* 1 


5 


__ fates of the Republick were incens'd at each 
Sther, and their Indignation madly drove them 
into Meaſaures that led directly to the Subver⸗ 
ion of the State. At the Head of theſe Ma- 


gfftrates was Appius Claudius, a profels'd Ene- = 
y to the People, but entering ure this new 
is Views of 


Ambition.” He affurn'd a popular Behaviour; 


d ourted the Ap plauſe of the Multitude, by all 
the fawning ET of a Time- ſerver, referr d 10 

5 all Laws to their Judgment, approv'd. what 

they appr rov'd, and Carry'd Smiles in his Coun» | 


tenance, while Miſchief was working, at his 


- Heart." The People's Rage had made them 

Blind to the Inſtability of his Conduct, and, 
Ixconſiſteney of his Aſſertions; the Senate Was 
|. © gs grievous to them as they were to the Senate, 
And every temporary Expedient to quell cach 
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more watchful for tl Ty 
than they are for ele and when ijt 
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5 Champion, and be, by Intrigues and — Þ . 
and from Pretence of adding more Laws, ob- 


tain'd a Continuance of this Magiſtracy ano- 
ther- Year, and more to pleaſe the People, had 
three Decemvirs elected from among chem. 


Having ſucceeded thus far, the borrow'd Cha- 


racter he had play'd (2 grew tireſome, his 


„ impetuoſity of Temper could no longer bear 
Reſtraint, he threw off his Diſguiſe, and ap- 


pear'd the true Original Appius, the People's: 

bitter Enemy; here was his great Error. If he had 
adher'd to the People, whoſe Love he had ob- 
tain' d, he might, by their Aſſiſtance have 


_ cruſh'd the Senate, by that Means have be⸗ 
come neceſſary to the People, and on that 


fdundation and the People's Love advanc'd an, 
abſolute Power. But he now applied to the 
Senate which was unable to ſupport him; yet 
ſuch was the Meanneſs of many in that once 
auguſt Body, that they poorly flatter'd, and 
almoſt ador'd, this growing Tyrant, who in the 


Space of 455 Years had three Times vary'd 


his Principles. By Force he continu d i 
and his llegues in this Magiſtracy another 
Vear, e, which Time, Rome Was a me- 
lancholy ſcene of Confufion, lawleſs Rapine, 
and inhuman Cruelties. But Providence is 
he Safety ar ſome Nations · 


10 would puniſh Tyrants, only abandons them to 


their own Wills. Appius now gave a looſe to 


_ every. inordinate Paſſion. His execrable At- 
tempt on the Chaſtity. of Virginia, and the 


5 i AT Fate of _— young OY who was © 
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ER | Gabby "ROE own Father ii in the * 8 5 


left ſhe ſhould fall a Prey to the Decemvir's 4 


Luft, rous'd che People” to a juſt Senſes 


5 retched State, put an End to tlie 
> Tyranny of the Decemvirs, and reſtor d Reme 
to its palltide Form of Government. N ever a 
ad te two Eſtates of Rome ert more widely, 
than in the Election of theſe Magiſtrates, Vue. N 
the Peo > ohh $ great Love of Liberty, and the 
| Senate” $ 


other, Hurry d them blindly T 


5 ing into Slavery, and twice awakened to a 
- Senſe of her Danger, by the unbridled Luſt. 
of her Enflavers. I can only conſider this 2 

Paper as an Introduction to what I propos'd, but 
leit it ſhould fwell beyond the intended Bounds, 

I chall leave the Romans at this requatkable „ 

| Period in ee. VVV 


= Wee this Example wo a ea Warning A 
0 all Nations, how they entruſt Waning 5 
awer to any. Man or ſet of Hen For, tho”. 75 
wiſe and goc Men can never have too. great. . 
Authority, "ard, if all Governors were ſuch, 


ove of Dominion, and an extravaę gant 


Thus Rame was twice in Danger'of fink-: : 


there would be no Cauſe for Reftraint, yet as 


none are exempted from Frailties, the beſt will, 

ut think Reſtraint a Hardſhip, when they reflect” . 
what Monſters. may ſucceed them; And in 
el editary, Kingdoms it is particularly Dange - 


iche, and oft times Fatal, to grant extraordina- 


5 Powers even to the belt of Kings: F or his. | 
428 "Ib tho Heir to no Virtue, which” 
: entitled x ie Predeceſſor to theſe Powers, is 
eln d to claim em nt as a e inherent” 
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of that Jealouſy was afterwards 


- You, my  Fellow-Subjects o of his „ City, kad 


wh been torn by Diviſions, which have indeed 


been carried on with leſs Animoſity than thoſe 


n Rome, but with leſs Succeſs to the many. The 
Demands of the Roman Commons were Ju 
_ « the People were Reſolute and Brave, and ſel- 


dom fail'd to obtain them. That you hae 


been hitherto diſappointed, can ond be attri! 
| buted to want of Unanimity. H the Arts 
employ d againſt the Tribunes, to divide and 
Weaken them, have been practis d by your - 
Enflavers againſt you; it is now Time to 5 
your Eyes, and while the Door to Liberty is 

not quite ſhut, be bold and open it ſtill wider. 
Some Deceits, ſome Impoſitions, have been 
already laid open to you, and à free Soul will | 
fuſpect many more; for Freedom is naturally 


e it ſeeks no Privileges' that are not 
 founde' 


tamely reſign them. It was the peculiar Hap- 
2 of Rome, that the Jealouſy of the two 
Eſtates occafion'd her Grandeur, as the Exceſs 


her Misfor= 


tune, and the Cauſe of her Downfall.” The 


Nobles were ever aiming to riſe by 2 
the Commons, but every Attempt to op 
them rouſed the Commons to place new Bulk 
watks againſt ſuch future knvaffons. Had you 

been, equally watchful, perhaf 8, you had been 

equally fortunate. But your Enemies watch'd 


bo Pry Moment; for Bodjes Pbtirꝶ at we 
 #iNatural, have T , 


ir C ann Tg 
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d on Reaſon, and cannot againſt Reaſon * 
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beer, And if ſuch a Continuance, even of 


TY ous Arnis 7 ol 255 and wa O1 1 | 


care, Fry N 
to avo the'Fheft, till they had gain d many bad 
Minds toeſpouſe their Ganſe, and i Ws vos.” - 


by Diviſions. Diviſions ahways make the Multi- 


Wi fearful, therefore Sw went to the Con- 
teſt, more encourag d by your Timidity than 


Their o own Fortitude. Fortitude they could never 
have had; for that is the Companion only. of 


ED ao he who has that Shield, Will not 
be ſhaken from his Purpoſe by a few. Diſap- 

Pointments; he will move on conſiſtently in 
the ſame Sphere, and increaſe his Toil, as the 
Danger. of his Country increaſes. Thoſe Pri- 


vileges which the Roman Commons gain 4 5 


by erſeverance and Reſolution, your Com- 
mons have, I know not how, STORE 
| loſt z but: there is ſtill one Way left to recover 
- them. The Freedom of Elections Rill is in 
KR ur Power, when that Prop. is deſtroy'd, the . 

ation muſt ſink into abſolute Slayery. Be- 


Nes, it is the Intereſt of this Nation particu- ”- . 


„ larly to be cautious in the Choice of their Re- 


1 becauſe the Time of their Of- 


e is uncertain, and has few Limit tions. Un- 
appy is that Government whoſe Laws have 
not provided againſt a long Continuance of 
_ Magiſtrates! "Where the ſole Management is 
committed to a few, tho”. bleſs d with the hap= 
= Talents, the People may ſufter ; for the 
th of theſe. Men in the burry of weighty 
Tranſactions, leaves that Nation eee 
_ with Counſellors and Stateſmen, which can 
never happen where there is a Rotation of Of- 


W in Office, nat: Wha mi a 


= 
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Fi it be when thoſe prefide at FE Helm, who oe: 


propoſe no other End than aggrandizing them-. 


| ſelves and raiſing private Power oy the publick __ 

Ruins. Such Men indeed will plead for a long 
Duration of all Officers, deen tg ſuch, . 

Slave who can grant a Leaſe of his Villainy is is 

* moſt uſeful. 1 

Wren the Happineſs?” of a Peels is en 5 8 


truſted to Men devot. only to private Good, 


who can vary O inions. as the Wind of we. 
_ fion or Intereſt, va | 
Face of Virtue 'wherewith to climb to Pre- 2 5 
ferment, and quit even the Appearance Wen 
they bave gain'd the Summit; who can ſilence 
the Voice of Conſcience, their Country and 
their God, with the Noiſe of Debauchery and: 
Riot, and prefer: the low. 
Senſe to the calm Delig hts of active Virtue ; 333 
From ſuch Men ee muſt a Nation fear? 
what can a People hope? I am ſorry I can- 


aries, who can aſſume the 


atifications of 


not draw the Curtain, without reflecting on 


my Country, without grieving to think that 
Beings, who once could ſpeak with angel 


Tongues for Liberty, and plead for Truth, 


like Truth herſelf, ſhould open their Ears to 
| ſpecious Falſhoods, recommended by Power, 


and turn their jaundic'd Eyes from fair un- 5 


ſpotted Fame on gilded Infamy ! Should barter 


ſubſtantial Honour, for the Spt. Breath of 
Kings, become open Apoſtates from the Princi- 


ples they ſecretly approve, and ue on the | 0 


: Ruins of their Country | | 
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5 tizen, the Miſt of Error, > Es had of late 


_ diffus'd 
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